REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH CELEBRATING 115 YEARS OF MINISTRY

246 Hulmeville Avenue Penndel, PA 19047
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
Email: Redeemerlutheranchurchpenndel@verizon.net
On the Web: redeemerlutheranpenndel.org
Phone: 215-757-2724 Fax: 215-757-7199 Handicapped Accessible Via a Lift
PASTOR: REV. MUKESH CHEEDIE

Our Mission:
As a community of faith we worship the Triune God. We are
called to love and serve all God’s people and creation

Greetings to you my dear brothers and sisters in the name of
Emmanuel, “God with us.”
Do you know as a child of God, you have been called to be God’s
ambassador to the world?
In baptism, my dear brothers and sisters, we are all being called by our
name, marked with the cross of Christ forever and given the
commandment to go “let our light shine so that others can see Christ in
us and give God all the glory.” We are all called to be ambassadors of
Christ and his representatives of him in this world.
The position God has chosen for us in the work of his kingdom is an
amazing thing.
All of God’s children have a mind boggling calling. Sadly though, many
don’t understand their position, and because they don’t, they are quite
comfortable being consumers and quite timid when it comes to being
instruments.
God’s plan to make the invisible presence and the invisible grace
visible, my friends is, through God’s people who incarnate God’s
presence and carry God’s grace to others. That is God’s call to everyone of God’s children.
Now as the body of Christ, the church, if we are ever going to be able
live out our call as ambassadors of Christ, then there are three things
we need.
Continued on the next page…………….
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First we need a Vision. We need to remind ourselves again and again
of our place in the work of the Redeemer. Next we need to be
committed. We need to be encouraged to make specific and concrete
decisions to better position ourselves for the work of which God called
us. Thirdly, we will need “some training” to understand what it really
looks like to represent the grace of the Redeemer in the lives of the
people whom God puts in our paths. One thing we can start doing is not
to see those relationships as belonging to us for our happiness, but
rather as opportunity to allow God to do the transforming work of grace.
Truly my dear brothers and sister, we have been chosen by God to be
part of the most important work of the universe. We have been chosen
to carry the life-changing message of grace with us wherever we go.
The good news is, we have been given that same grace to enable us to
be ambassadors that we have been chosen to be.
What an amazing way to live. My hope for all of us for this coming
new year is that we prayerful consider how we can make a stronger
commitment to live out our calling to be “ ambassadors of Christ.”
Have a healthy and happy New Year.
Pastor Mukesh.
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Prayer Concerns
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO SEEK HEALING
Members: Sharon Degen, Dee Grover, Ruth Samuels, Christina Jackson,
Doris Parfitt, Ruth Schwartz, Lois Hershberger, Winnie Ferguson, Patti Paul,
Helen and Jim Susko, Aaron Winter, Beth Connolly, Linda Bartleson, Lynn
Leppo, Lois Gradel, Jean Lippincott, Donald Solt, Danny Vile, Marty
Danielson, David Erdman, Edith Williams, Elizabeth Reinas, Linda Winter,
Donald Robinson, Pastor Mukesh Cheedie, Sandy Weasner, Jeff Paulsen.
Relatives and Friends of our Members: Luke Tynan, Joyce Murphy, Jim
McMullen, Brian Kirch, Rev. Esther Rajashekar, Joe Mellon, Colleen Quinn,
Crystal Nystrom, Eileen Arlene, Arlene Krajewski, Liam Schieber, Marie
Armitage, Tom Gallagher, Tom Steele, Ted Kristiniak, Gary Thomas, Asher
Fails, Paul Robinson, Fred Winter and Alvora Hommen, Jack & Cheryl Winter,
Marilyn Davis, Nellie Johnson.
Relatives and Friends of our Members Serving in the Military: Chad
Durban, Joseph Piel, Mason Burgess, Kelly Cahill, Matthew Brandon Winter,
Reid Furman, Julia Furman, Anne Furman, Matt Glaze, John Dichoso.

Prayer Initiative for January
On January 13, 2019 we will pray for:
Lois Gradel, Dee Anna Grover, Trey Grover, Susan Haimowitz, Philip
Herrington
On January 27, 2019 we will pray for:
Michael, Cathy, Ciera, Toni and Michaela Hemphill, Lois Hershberger,
Dolores Hoppe
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January Events






1/3/20
1/5/20
1/7/20
1/18/20
1/26/20

Red Cross Blood Drive 2pm-7pm at Redeemer
Undecorate the church following worship
Shared Meal Ministry 6pm
Annual Evangelism Cook-Off
Worship and Sunday School 9:20am,
Annual Meeting and Luncheon following worship

Past Events






64 people attended our Shared Meal Ministry on 12/3/19
Advent Matins Worship Service 12/1/19
Christmas Caroling on 12/8/19
Christmas Pageant on 12/15/19 was wonderful, and followed by a
yummy Cookie Walk!
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Worship
Christmas Eve 7 and 9pm: 59, 79 attendance
Christmas Day 9:30am: 37 attendance

Redeemer Website and Social Media
Tom Gallagher updates our website and has some requests that will
reduce his time converting files to load to the website. This will also
apply to the files you might send to Jeff Paulsen to post on Facebook.
If someone is sending me info to be placed on the website I need it in
the following formats. All images need to be .jpg, ,.gif or .png formats.
Any forms, newsletters, documents or info for download has to be
in .pdf format. I cannot accept Word, Excel or Power Point documents.
Please contact Tom, or call Holly at the office with any questions.
5

Parish News and Notes
Dear Pastor and Members of Redeemer
Our family deeply appreciates Pastor and Mrs Cheedie along with the
members of the congregation who attended our dad’s funeral and sent
cards. Edward O’Connell III was a wonderful husband, father,
grandfather, and great grandfather and it was nice to be reminded he
was a friend to many.
Thank you,
The O’Connell, Clark, and Jones families

Thank You to everyone who helped clean-up leaves
from the lawn and flower beds at Redeemer’s office
and church building. It was a wonderful turn-out and
a fun time. A special thank you to Scott Ditcher who
brings a huge trailer to carry the fallen
leaves away. The job would be much
more difficult with out Scott's help.

Sharon and I would like to thank everyone for the cards and letters. It
is truly comforting to Sharon as she looks through them almost daily.
The visit by the caroling group was very enjoyable and made her day.
Thanks so much for all the thoughts and prayers.
Sharon & Wayne Degen
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Received as new members on 12/15/19
Richard Moulder II
(pictured)
Tim and Marilyn Kucey
(pictured)
Scott Parrotta
Thomas and Jessica Herb and son Ryan

Thomas & Jessica Herb and son Ryan

Scott Parrotta

Tim & Marilyn Kucey

Richard Moulder II
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Redeemer Social Ministry at work in our Community
Dionne Michelle picked up the four $40 Target Gift cards for the four
resident families at the Bucks Country Emergency Shelter has in
Penndel.
I would like to thank those who have made contributions to Social
Ministry throughout the year so that we can share the joy of Christmas
with the less fortunate among us. In addition to the gift cards, an
I+nvitation to join our “Mothers” group was extended to support them
emotionally, spiritually and socially with the many challenges of
parenthood.

Many thanks to the Members of Redeemer
Eric Clare (right) of the Bucks County Housing Authority was deeply
grateful for the generosity shown by the members of Redeemer in their
response to provide 24 Christmas gifts for the children living in their
emergency shelters in Penndel and Morrisville. It is a pleasure to work
with these dedicated professionals who work at agencies that genuinely
care about those who need a helping hand in life.
Patti Finn
Social Ministry Committee
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Redeemer Social Ministry at work in our Community, cont’d.
Social ministry delivered Christmas gifts to the moms and babies at
Libertae in Bensalem. These mothers are seeking recovery to obtain a
better life for themselves and their children.
Please keep these moms and the fine work being done at Libertae in your
prayers.

Luke 2:11-14 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
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to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
14

”Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”
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Christmas Caroling with our Homebound Members
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WELCA News

WELCA’s social ministry for Christmas this year was handled by
Dolores Danielson. Children who attend shared meal at Redeemer
received gift certificates. Thank you Dolores.
For our Christmas outing 2019, we had a wonderful dinner at Carlucci’s
Grill. After dinner we all enjoyed a Christmas concert presented by the
Pennsbury Community Band at Penn Wood Middle School in Yardley.
Thank you to Lynn Engle for bringing this concert to us and for all your
help.
The WELCA Annual Cookie Walk was held on Sunday, December 15
during coffee hour time. It was a wonderful assortment of beautiful
cookies. Thank you to everyone who baked. It was a record profit of
$400.00 for the current fund. Thank you to everyone who purchased
cookies. Thank you to Joan Dunn, Linda Winter, Lynn Engel, Kim
Overbagh, and Rita Solt for all your work to make the Cookie Walk
possible.
December’s regular meeting celebrated Christmas with a party given
by Katherine Patelunas and her daughter, Elaine Copeland. Prayers,
hymns, games, and great food were enjoyed by all. Thank you
Katherine and Elaine.
Regular WELCA meetings are always the third Tuesday of the month
at 7:00 pm in the parish hall. Next meeting is January 21. Devotions
will be offered by Ilene Kersten and refreshments by Linda Winter and
Marilyn Hrywnak. All Redeemer women are welcome.
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Mother’s Group
In December we had a fabulous brunch at Lily's house. Thanks to Lily
for opening her home to us and cooking her heart out! After brunch we
went on our first Mother's Group outing to see Santa and the live
animals at Feeney's. There were beautiful decorations artfully arranged
and lively music, which made it a magical experience.
We are so blessed to have this time of fellowship at Redeemer. Please
continue to pray for our mothers and children. We want to have you,
your friends or family members join us at Redeemer on the 4th Tuesday
of every month. Next meeting is at 6 pm on January 28, 2020 in the
Parish Hall.
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January 2020
1/5/2020
Acolyte/Crucifer
Lay Assistant
Altar Guild

9:20am Worship
Setting 3 Communion
Patti Finn

Lori Meola
Kim & Gary Overbagh

Counters

W. Degen, K. Kondrk, J. Slaughter

Greeter

Donald Robinson

Nursery

Marilyn Hrywnak

1/12/2020
Acolyte/Crucifer
Lay Assistant
Altar Guild

Service of the Word
Isabella Palladino
Cindy Oser
Kim & Gary Overbagh

Counters

W. Degen, K. Kondrk, J. Slaughter

Greeter

John Schwenk

Nursery

Kim Overbagh

1/19/2020
Acolyte/Crucifer
Lay Assistant
Altar Guild

Setting 10 Communion
Nicholas Palladino
Gail Blinstrub
Rita Solt & Linda Winter

Counters

W. Degen, K. Kondrk, J. Slaughter

Greeter

Bunny Elinich

Nursery

Rita Solt

1/26/2020

Service of the Word

Acolyte/Crucifer

Becca Roland

Lay Assistant

Deb Farnham

Altar Guild

Notes

Annual Meeting & Brunch following
worship

Rita Solt & Linda Winter

Counters

Kim Overbagh, Deb Farnham

Greeter

Jim Reinas

Nursery

Lynn Engle
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
1/26/20

Please plan to attend this important meeting!
Potluck luncheon during meeting.
Please put your reservation slip in the box in the narthex or
call the church office at 215-757-2724

- - - - - - -(cut along here)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I plan to attend the annual meeting on January 27,
2020. Please indicate what item you will bring,
below.
Name:_____________________________________
# Attending:________________________________
I will bring:
Salad:_______________________________
Entrée:______________________________
Dessert:______________________________
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THE DANIEL FAST
Dear Redeemer Family and Friends,
The beginning of a New Year is the perfect time to just be still, to reflect,
reset and recharge ourselves with healthy habits and good intentions for
the year ahead. At Redeemer it is the time we renew our individual
commitment to being good stewards; to revisit our giving of time, talent
and especially treasure as Redeemer is faced with some unmet needs.
Please plan to attend our annual congregational meeting which will be
held on the 26th of January, 2020 after our worship service. Our hope is to
come up with some action plans of how to address our concerns and
share ideas of how to continue God’s mission through members of
Redeemer for many, many years to come.
To help us during this time of reflection, we are introducing the Daniel
Journey. This journey encourages a healthy lifestyle not only by the foods
we eat, but by taking time each day, several times a day to connect with
our Heavenly Father not only through prayer but also by being still and
listening for him.
Please do not look at this journey as all or nothing. Instead we encourage
each of you to just do the best you can and participate at some level.
“At that time, I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food;
no meat or wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all until the
three weeks were over.” Daniel 10:2-3
While the Daniel Fast is cleansing your body by omitting certain foods for a
limited time, the deeper and true basis of intent is for spiritual connection.
Too often, the focus of prayer and fasting is on the lack of food. Instead,
the purpose of the Daniel Journey should be to take our eyes off the things
of this world and to focus completely on God.
During the Daniel Journey you will want to concentrate on prayer, Bible
study, and reflection. Before you begin your journey, you are encouraged
to make a list of prayer requests that you would like God to answer as you
are seeking God’s direction . Then, every time you experience hunger
pangs for food or drink cravings ask God to work in your Daniel Journey
prayer request areas.
Continued on the next page
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Here are the basic guidelines for the Daniel Fast:
Include eating:
Vegetables – fresh or cooked, may be frozen and cooked but not canned
Fruits -Fresh and cooked, dried (but should not contain sulfites or added
oils or sweeteners), frozen but not canned
Whole grains – Brown rice, oats, quinoa, millet, barley (cooked in water)
Beans and Legumes – Dried and cooked in water, Canned (no salt or
additives)
Nuts and Seeds – Raw, sprouted or dry roasted with no salt added
Beverages - Water only to drink
Eliminate all meats, dairy products, processed foods, breads, pasta, flour,
crackers, pastries, chips, and fried foods. Juices, energy drinks, gum,
mints and candy.
Any food having artificial additives, chemicals, or that is processed should
be totally avoided.
The Bible nowhere commands believers to observe a Daniel Fast. It is a
matter of Christian freedom whether to observe a Daniel Fast. The Bible
does present fasting as something that is good, profitable, and beneficial.
“Now, therefore,” say the Lord, “Turn to Me with all your heart, with
fasting, with weeping and with mourning.” Joel 2:12
Fasting shows us our weakness and allows us to rely on God’s strength.
“Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to
understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have
been heard...” Daniel 10:12
Please be present and of open mind on Sunday, January 5, 2020 when
we will hear more about Daniel and begin The Daniel Journey: A Spiritual
Connection together.
Peace,
Monday Night Bible Study Group
Stewardship Committee
Redeemer Church Council
(see 4 pages of recipes)
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Minestrone Soup
Ingredients:
 8 cups vegetable stock
 1½ cups of dried garbanzo beans
 2 cups dried red kidney beans
 ½ cup carrots
 3 medium tomatoes (or one 14-ounce can of unsweetened, unsalted
Italian tomatoes)
 ½ cup fresh parsley
 1 cup cabbage
 ¼ teaspoon oregano
 ¾ teaspoon basil
 ¼ teaspoon thyme
 ½ cup celery
 ½ cup onion
 1 clove garlic
 1 package spinach noodles, cooked
sea salt, to taste
Directions:
Soak garbanzo and kidney beans overnight, drain and rinse.
Peel and dice tomatoes.
Cook and drain garbanzo and kidney beans as per directions on package.
Mince garlic and parsley.
Chop carrots, onion, celery, cabbage and garlic and sauté in water or
soup stock over medium heat for 5 to 7 minutes.
Stir in cooked and drained garbanzo beans, kidney beans, diced tomatoes and minced herbs.
Bring to a simmer, then turn heat down and simmer 10 minutes.
Stir in cabbage and parsley with lid partially on for about 15 minutes or
until cabbage is tender.
Add more soup stock or tomatoes as needed. Serve over cooked
spinach noodles.
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Black Bean Soup
Ingredients:
 8 cups vegetable stock
 1 cup celery
 1 potato
 2 garlic cloves
 1 teaspoon honey
 2 bay leaves
 1 pound of black beans, soaked overnight, rinsed and drained
 1 yellow or red pepper
 1 cup carrots, diced
 2 tablespoons cilantro
 1 tablespoon parsley
 2 tablespoons marjoram
 1 whole onion
sea salt, to taste
Directions:
Place beans in pot with vegetable stock, whole onion and bay leaves.
Bring to a boil and cook 2-½ hours or until beans are tender.
Remove onion and bay leaves.
Chop onion, pepper and celery.
Grate carrots and potato on cheese grater.
Mince garlic and sauté in a tablespoon of olive oil until tender.
During last hour of cooking, combine vegetables and seasonings with
beans.
Bring to a boil, lower heat to simmer and cook until veggies and beans
are tender.
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Stir-Fry Vegetables
Ingredients:
 1 red onion, sliced
 3 stalks celery, thinly sliced
 ½ cup broccoli, chopped
 1 bell pepper, sliced
 3 carrots, peeled and sliced
 ½ cup cauliflower, chopped
 1 cup zucchini, thinly sliced
 1 cup yellow squash, thinly sliced
 1 teaspoon sea salt
1 tablespoon Asian seasoning (or a mix of garlic powder, onion powder,
ginger powder and black pepper)
Directions:
Stir-fry all vegetables in 1 to 2 tablespoons of olive oil until tender.
Add salt and seasoning.
Serve alone or over brown rice.
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Harira
[Serves 4] (Note: Harira is a great recipe for the Daniel Fast as it has
nearly 15 grams of protein per serving.)
Ingredients:
 2 tablespoons healthy oil, such as coconut oil or olive oil
 1 cups chopped onion
 ½ cups chopped celery
 2 cups warm water
 pinch of saffron threads
 ½ teaspoon salt, divided
 ¼ teaspoon peeled fresh ginger, minced
 ¼ teaspoon ground red pepper
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 cups organic mushroom broth
1½ cups chopped and seeded plum tomatoes
½ cup dried small red lentils
2 15-ounce cans no-salt-added chickpeas, drained
3 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro
3 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley








Directions:
Heat oil in a large saucepan on medium heat.
Add onion and celery and sauté 4 minutes or until tender.
Combine 2 cups warm water and saffron; let stand 2 minutes.
Add ¼ teaspoon salt, ginger, red pepper, cinnamon and garlic.
Cook 1 minute. Add saffron water mixture, broth, tomato, lentils and
chickpeas.
Bring to boil; then reduce heat.
Simmer 20 minutes or until lentils are tender.
Stir in cilantro, parsley and remaining ¼ teaspoon salt.
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Finance

Financial Condition for the period ending November 30, 2019
Current Fund Income
Donations/Reimbursements
Expenses

$ 108,262.50
$ 8,784.49
$ (154,087.29)

Net Income (loss)

$ (37,040.30)

Balance in Building Maintenance
Balance in Raise the Roof

$ 170.53
$ 16,971.00

Redeemer Lutheran Church is still collecting tapes from Redner
Supermarkets and Brown’s Shop Rite Stores. We do receive a
percentage of money from these tapes which goes to the Current
Fund. Please try to keep them current. There is a basket on the shelf
in the Narthex for the tapes.
Thank you for your help.
Katherine Patelunas
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DECEMBER 15, 2019
On December 15th, the children performed their annual Christmas
Pageant “The Reason for the Season”, they took on roles of a Christmas
tree(Ariel Schuette), a star(Abby Clark), an angel(Aella Stroll), a bell
(Natalie Schmidt), a present(JJ Robinson), a greeting card(Hailey
Schmidt), a candy cane(Alan Ryan), a stocking(Jackson Robinson), and a
candle(Ian Ryan). The children did a great job in reading their roles and
wearing their crazy costumes!
Sunday morning faith formation classes resume Jan 5th!
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Christmas Eve 7pm Worship & Christmas Day Worship
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Sharing God’s Bounty
January
A New Year – New Opportunities
Each new day brings promise of a new start. For many, the start of a new week is
the time to begin that diet, get serious about exercising, or forego TV viewing. For a
vast majority, though, there’s something especially motivating and invigorating about
seeing the January calendar on the wall. This is the year we’ll accomplish great things!
God doesn’t necessarily call us to do great things, however. God asks that we be
trustworthy in small things (Luke 16:10-11). To that end, God gives us gifts to use to
build up the Body of Christ and to reach out to the lost.
Some of us have many gifts. People like Michelangelo – painter, sculptor, and poet
and Thomas Jefferson – architect, statesman, and scientific farmer – come to mind.
God, the Giver of gifts, knows that the number of gifts each of us has varies. Jesus
told the Parable of the Talents pointing up this fact and teaching us that success lies in
using what we’ve been given, not in having the greatest amount.
Our gifts also differ in degree. There are many sculptors but few, if any, compare to
Michelangelo. Yet their art can bring satisfaction and inspiration to others. You may
not be able to sing opera, but you can sing God’s praises. You may not be a great orator, but you can witness to the love and grace of God in Christ. You may not be a mechanic, but you can provide transportation for someone needing to get to an appointment or to church.
That’s why God gives us gifts and abilities; that we may be equipped to serve others. The start of a new year offers us an opportune time to assess those gifts and see
how we can use them for God’s glory and the good of his people. The motivation to do
this comes from the same one who gave the gifts! Just as God was motivated by love
for us to give us, not just our gifts, but his greatest gift, his Son, so we are motivated
by love for God to serve those he calls us to serve.
The Scriptures call each of us to a deeper awareness of the wonders of God’s
blessings, the gifts that he has showered on us in so great an abundance, and to
the challenge to use those gifts and talents creatively and responsibly.
But just as you excel in everything ... in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in
complete earnestness and in your love for us, see that you also excel in this
grace of giving.
2 Corinthians 8:7
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January Kids Pages
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January Birthday ’s and Anniversaries
January Birthdays

January Wedding Anniversaries

2nd Erin Dunn Rockenbach
Jeannie Vitale
rd
3 Wayne Degen
4th Frank Rager
7th Elaine Rossi
Robert Brad, Jr.
Gail Blinstrub
Chelsea Lee Stout
th
8 Anjali Bose
Carol Funkhauser
th
9 Julie Bartleson
10th John E. Seyferhelt
12th Doris Parfitt
13th Danielle Martinsen
Carey Trumpler
th
14 Cindy Short
Mike Dunn
Marsha Goodwin
Carole Chatelain
th
15 John Slaughter
16th Gary Overbagh
Jeff Paulsen
th
18 Kathy Rehm
19th Christopher Rager
Nicholas Morris
st
21 Lynn Leppo
22nd Lauren Bilofsky
Christopher Rager
rd
23 Damian Thomas
24th Laura Ottinger
Joshua Misnik
th
29 Dolores Danielson
Bob Winkler

1/26/1999 Wayne and Sharon Degen
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Visitors and Neighbors:
Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church!
Our door is open to you!
We would be happy to have you join us as
a Partner in prayer, in song, and in the
hearing of God’s word.

Our Mission:
As a community of faith we worship the Triune God.
We are called to love and serve all God’s people and
creation through word and deed.
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