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Pastor’s Message 

Grace and Peace to you from God the Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.                                                                                                                                  
Amen.                                                                                                                                     
For my newsletter article for the month of February, I would like to share some           
reflections posted  by the ELCA worship team offered by some scholars, pastors and 
bishops.                                                                                                                                                              
As the ELCA stated, ‘the hope is that these perspectives will provide us with thinking 
points as we reflect and prepare worship in our context.”                                                        
So here they are. 

  

Repentance is at the core of Christian living (the first of Luther’s 95 Theses). During the 
season of Lent, we all become a “penitent” with ashes on the forehead, looking toward 
to the cross as a sign of God’s reconciliation with all creation (with the absolution on 
Maundy Thursday). Ashes appear throughout the Hebrew Bible as a sign of mourning 
and repentance, but Isaiah reminds us that such practices point to the larger call for        
justice (Isa. 58:5-6). These ashes are at the very beginning (“dust” in Genesis 3:19) and 
connect each of us to all of creation and to our own mortality. 

Ash Wednesday reflection has taken on new meaning because of the coronavirus. 
Some may argue that a specific day or season is not necessary since signs of                           
impending death are all around us as the pandemic continues to claim thousands of 
lives and impacts millions more. But the coronavirus is not only a reminder of mortality 
but also the result of sins. Let me be clear here – I do not mean that the pandemic is 
punishment for sin, but rather that the spread of the pandemic has been aided by the 
sins of “neglect of human need and suffering” and “our lack of concern for those who 
come after us.” 

The popularity of ashes-on-the-go highlights that Ash Wednesday can be                            
commemorated outside the church building. For the sake of safety, the imposition of 
ashes should only take place with those in the household. Congregations could provide 
ashes (traditionally made from burning last year’s palm branches), or households could 
make their own – even all-wood charcoal would work. 

When participating in digital worship, those in the household could impose ashes on 
each other during the appointed time in the liturgy. Those worshiping at home could use 
the litany of confession as a conversation guide, discussing (and then acting on) how to 
live into the disciplines of Lent: “self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, 
sacrificial giving and works of love.” It is not enough to just remember that “we are dust, 
and to dust we shall return.” As ones marked as Christ’s own children, we heed the call 
to repent, to ‘turn around.’ 
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Pastor’s Message 

Prof. Kyle Schiefelbein-Guerrero is Steck-Miller Assistant Professor of Worship and Lit-
urgy at United Lutheran Seminary. Prof. Schiefelbein-Guerrero explores “Living the Li-
turgical Year in Pandemic Times” in a new video series. Look for an entry about  Ash 
Wednesday in the coming weeks. 

 

The power of receiving the cross on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday is in the layering: 
there is a sign of sin and death traced and layered on top of the tracing in water and oil 
of the promise of life, rebirth, and liberation from sin and death. On Ash Wednesday, we 
feel the full weight of the ashy tracing. It does not negate or obliterate the liberating sign 
it is layered with, but it is a suitably tangible reminder of the reality of grief, loss, and 
death. 

The questions that have helped guide my reflections and exploration of Ash Wednesday 
this year have been basic: What is Ash Wednesday? What does it do? I’ve found help in 
the ELW Pattern for Worship (Pew Edition, p. 248; Leader’s Desk Edition, p. 612.) That 
led me to Welcome to Baptism (ELW Pew Edition, p. 232; Leader’s Desk Edition, p. 
592), which led me to conversation with Episcopalian and Roman Catholic folks involved 
in the ecumenical catechumenate. Michael Marchal, a Roman Catholic writer and edu-
cator, and I talked about the ancient origins of Ash Wednesday (more focused on peni-
tence) and creative possibilities for adapting the rite this year. We found common 
ground in a focus on baptism and the cross. The cross we trace on each other within our 
households or on ourselves is an embodied reminder that God is where we’d least ex-
pect an all-powerful being to be; a connection to both the reality of sin and death as well 
as to the promise of baptism. 

Blessings on your caring and creative approaches to Ash Wednesday this year. It will be 
different; things are different this year. Christ will meet you there. 

Bishop Anne Edison-Albright is Bishop of the East-Central Synod of Wisconsin.           
An expanded version of this reflection is found on Bishop Edison-Albright’s blog.  

 

 

Most of my personal study and continuing education for the last several months has 
been focused on trauma-informed care, recognizing that living through the varied events 
of the last year affects not only our spirit but also our mind and body, and requires        
adaptations honoring this challenging new space. A best practice for trauma-informed 
care is to remember that significant stress and trauma are not just intellectual exercises. 
Our bodies respond to and reflect the events of the day. It may be using prayer beads or 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2BxYdwpdmQgk9HbRY_KEasvGHmyK7LLC
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2BxYdwpdmQgk9HbRY_KEasvGHmyK7LLC
https://ecsw.org/ash-wednesday-message-from-bishop/
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Pastor’s Message 

a finger labyrinth to make home worship feel more real or wrapping myself in a favorite 
sweater or soft blanket when I miss the comforting hugs of family and friends. Being 
mindful of how my body responds to grief and loss and finding ways to care for and 
comfort it has been both personally and professionally beneficial. 

Ash Wednesday is such a powerful experience because we experience it physically. 
Even when our minds are not fully able to understand the scope of what is to come, 
when our spirits reject the pain of Jesus’ last days, our bodies remember. Wearing the 
cross of ashes as a bodily exercise is Jesus meeting us in our body’s anxiety and sad-
ness and being with us there. As an Ash Wednesday discipline, I am encouraging my 
parishioners to consider ways their body can hold the day’s realities. What rituals, sym-
bols, or actions can help us confront the fragile beauty of these brief, powerful moments 
of life? How can we remember that we are called to journey with Jesus and pray with 
him over the next 40 days, knowing what is to come? Our minds may not have the     
answer, but our bodies carry ancient wisdom. 

The Rev. Carla S. Christopher Wilson is Assistant to the Bishop in Charge of Justice 
Ministries for Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA and Associate Pastor of Faith For-
mation and Outreach at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania. 

 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of a journey when we remember Jesus’ ministry, 
his ability to heal and care for humanity, and at the same time, his passion, death, and 
overall, his glorious resurrection. In a “typical” year it might seem too soon to even talk 
about Easter on Ash Wednesday. However, I don’t know if that’s the case for 2021. 

We have been in a sort of Ash Wednesday and Lenten journey for so long already. We 
have been on a journey in which we have witnessed pain, suffering, and even death. 
More and more people dying due to COVID-19, political upheaval in the nation, racism, 
LGBTQIA+ discrimination, violence, injustice, poverty, and many other issues seem 
endless. We yearn for that Easter moment. 

Before Easter happened two millennia ago there was suffering, pain, anguish,            
uncertainty, fear, and death. Although pain and suffering are not God’s desire for us, 
they are an inevitable reality in this human life both then and now. 

We say or hear on Ash Wednesday the remarkable phrase: “You are dust and to dust 
you shall return.” This year it can be an invitation for us to talk and grieve with our         
communities about how awfully painful these days are. We are invited to do so,            
however, while keeping the other real fact in mind: Those words are said and heard on a 
day in which we also know that, even in the midst of suffering and death, Easter is also 
our reality. 
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May your Ash Wednesday proclamation and celebration this year be a glimpse of           
realistic hope that will help us to face together these excruciating and painful times. We 
know that Easter will come. Though tomorrow is uncertain, we do know that Christ is  
risen! He is risen indeed, Hallelujah! 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia is Chaplain Resident at John Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

 Image Credits: Pearls of Life. Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or 
modify this document under the terms of the GNU Free Documentation Li-
cense. Ugandan Risen Christ, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

May we feel the Holy presence of God as we journey towards the Cross. 
Blessings always and stay safe. 
 
Pastor Mukesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pearls_of_Life.jpg
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57466
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P r a y e r  C o n c e r n s  
Members: Dee Grover, Christina Jackson, Lois Hershberger, Winnie 
Ferguson, Patti Paul, Aaron Winter, Beth Connolly, Linda Bartleson, Lynn 
Leppo, Lois Gradel, Jean Lippincott, Danny Vile, Marty Danielson, David 
Erdman, Edith Williams, Elizabeth Reinas, Linda Winter, Chris Ryan, Tim 
Kucey, Helen Susko, Don Farnham, Mike Dunn, John Schwenk, Trey 
Grover, Jim Reinas. 
Relatives and Friends of our Members:: Luke Tynan, Jim McMullen, Joe 
Mellon, Colleen Quinn, Crystal Nystrom, Arlene Krajewski, Liam Schieber, 
Marie Armitage, Tom Gallagher, Tom Steele, Ted Kristiniak, Gary Thomas, 
Paul Robinson, Fred Winter, Alvora Hommen, Cheryl Winter, Marilyn 
Davis, Nellie Johnson, Kelly Baron and her daughter, Talyia, Steph Fuhrer, 
Leslie Ewen,  Cheryl Hummell, Roo Bublitz, Harry and Edith Gordon, Mary 
Sunday, John Burg, Violet Herbert, Jennifer Pacittom, Marie Delfin,  Carol 
Ann Vogel, Harry & Carol Thompson, Henry Krajewski, Diane Van Hise, 
Connor Scott, Jean Sabalusky Brian Woodford Sr., Amanda Kelly, Mason 
Sredl, Valerie Mihalek, Mr. Finn, Yusuf  K., Joe Garcia, Albert Lee Jr., John 
Shay,  Paige Neal Jackson and her mother Latoya, Keith Russell, Bill 
Engle, Lynn and Mike Brad,  Christinie Kosto, Linda Austin, Pastor Ron, 
Gloria Austin, Nikki Cancilla, Nathan Sredl, Naomi Rogerson, William 
Gardner, Tom Steele, Kaylee Schwenk, Donna Johnson, Robert Blinstrub, 
Sr.,Gerald Grover, Jr. 
 Relatives and Friends of our Members Serving in the Military: Chad 
Durban, Joseph Piel, Mason Burgess, Kelly Cahill, Matthew Brandon 
Winter, Reid Furman, Julia Furman, Anne Furman, Matt Glaze, John 
Dichoso. 

Remember in Your Prayers Pastor and staff of Redeemer, and our Nations 
Leaders: 
Pres. Joe Biden, Vice Pres. Kamala Harris,  Our U.S. Senators, The Supreme Court, 
and the House of Representatives. 

Prayer Initiative for February 
  

On February 14th we will pray for:  
 
Sean, Amy, and Ariel Schuette; John and Edna Schwenk 

 
On February 28th  we will pray for:  
 
Amanda, Edwina, John, and Michelle Seyferhelt; Effie Schaffer 
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Redeemer Lutheran Ministries 

Stewardship News by Denise Robinson 
 
Last Month I shared that entering God’s family through the affirmation of      
baptism, we make the commitment to participate in a community of faith and 
asked to continue in the covenant God made with us in baptism: 
To live among God’s faithful people, 
To hear the word of God and share the Lord’s supper, 
To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
To serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
And to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.   
With the help of the ELCA website, I wanted to learn more about the promises 
we made. Let’s dive into what the bible says about this and how I think I’m     
doing in fulfilling this covenant. 
  Living among God’s faithful people. “ They devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the                  
prayers...Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they 
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising 
God and having the goodwill of all the people.” (Acts 2:42, 46-47 NRSV)             
I attend church regularly and have done so all my life. I praise God and break 
bread and pray at home and with others.   
 
The ELCA also states that to live among Gods faithful people we should read 
and study God's Word, celebrate God's presence in our lives through regular 
participation in worship, receive gratefully God's blessings and return a portion 
of God's abundance through our giving, live a new life in Christ by caring for 
and encouraging others, pray daily for each other, our communities and all of 
creation as we move into God's future, renew daily a connection with baptism 
by making the sign of the cross on your forehead.  Am I living up to all of these? 
Can I live up to all of these? I Definitely need some work on studying God’s 
word! 
 
To Hear the word of God and share the Lord’s supper, “ for as often as we eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes.”      (1 Corinthians 11:26 NRSV)  I hear God’s word every Sunday      
morning through the readings, the sermon, the prayers. I need to work on      
hearing God’s word through bible study that I have access to and don’t                   
participate enough. Hmm, I think I’m seeing a strong pattern on my need to             
improve! But I do participate in the sacrament.  
 
To proclaim the news of God in Christ through word and deed.  “And every day 
in the temple and at home they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as 
the Messiah”. (Acts 5:43)    I’m not perfect and I certainly could do better at     
fulfilling this promise but, I do what I can do for others, use my minimal musical 
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talents to praise the Lord in the worship service, participate in ministry and abide 
by His word in the way I live my life by talking about my faith, though again not 
perfectly.   
 
To serve all people following the example of Jesus.  “their abundant joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For, as I 
can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their 
means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the 
saints-and this, not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the 
Lord and, by the will of God, to us.”(II Corinthians 8:2-5 NRSV) 
 
 This is something we all can do. I strive to give as much as I can when I can. I 
do as much as I can each month with my financial giving to the church.  I do 
things for others, even the smallest gesture can make a big impact in someone’s 
life.  I pray the food I donate to a food pantry or the clothes I donate to a clothing 
drive is one way of serving.  Lending a helping hand to a friend in any capacity 
no matter how big or how small is following the example of Jesus.  A phone call. 
A card. An email. Provide a meal.  These are things we can do showing that we 
care. I admit I need to work harder on some things but even if we all just do what 
we can, sharing the gifts God has given us and use it to serve others we are       
following the example of Jesus. 
 
To strive for justice and peace in all the earth.   “and what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your 
God.” (Micah 6:8b NRSV) 
 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 
5:9 NRSV) 
This one I needed a better understanding of, so I looked for guidance from the 
ELCA. These are some suggestions they had to help us strive for justice and 
peace in all the earth: 
Pray for peace among nations and peoples, host an after-school, summer or 
weekend feeding program for children and families, begin a "Go Green" Initiative 
in your congregation and community, forgive as we have been forgiven by God, 
challenge the systems that perpetuate poverty, contact your public officials to 
see how your ministries can help the community, Love all of humanity,             
respecting everyone, and seeing differences as a gift from God.   
Wow, I have more work to do on my journey of Discipleship through                  
Stewardship. I hope this has given you something to think about in your own 
journey.  Can we live up to God’s expectations of us? He thinks we can and if we 
work at it, to live by this covenant we made in baptism, we are truly living as       
disciples.   
 

Redeemer Lutheran Ministries 
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Redeemer Lutheran Ministries 

Stitching Angels Ministry 

 
Stitching Angels Knitting and Crocheting group met for on zoom on  
Thursday, January 14. 
We thank Andrea Cancila for setting this up.  It was a very nice visit.   
 
Members continue to create crocheted, knitted, and sewn items to be    
donated to area hospitals and to our Redeemer family in illness or need.   
 
Submitted by  
  Rita Solt 
 

 

Stewardship Word for the Month 
 

LOVE 
 

How we use the gifts God has blessed us with to fulfill  
God's mission through Discipleship with LOVE 
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Redeemer Lutheran Ministries 

For our meeting on Tuesday, January 19, link numbers were provided to 
give zoom access to members with only a land-line phone.  This enabled 
more women to participate.  It’s wonderful that fifteen members attended. 
Each member explained how and what she was doing during this Covid-19 
time.  We inspired each other to think about what we can do instead of 
feeling disappointed by what we cannot do.   
  
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, February 16 at 7:00 PM on zoom. 
Zoom Link will continue to be the same.  It will be sent out again close to 
the date.   

WELCA MINISTRY 

When the weather is cold, the Advocates for the Homeless provide shelter 
and food.  This program is termed “Code Blue.”   In this case the           
Advocates do not pick-up at Redeemer and our meal is cancelled.   
The first Tuesday of every month Linda Winter, Karen Kondrk, and John 
Slaughter man the kitchen at Redeemer for anyone in need to pick-up a 
meal from 5:30 PM until 6:00 PM.  This program is on-going and not    
cancelled for Code Blue.   
Redeem-A-Meal or RAMM is offering to deliver a meal to your home on 
the first Tuesday of the month.  This wonderful ministry is lead by Patti 
Finn.  Please let Patti know if you would like a meal dropped at your 
house.   

Shared Meal Ministry 

Faith Formation Ministry 

Our Faith Formation is coming along the best way we can, with our current 
circumstances; we are still meeting virtually via zoom. Our class is small 
but the kiddos are excited to keep on coming so we are keeping it going. If 
you have kiddos interested in joining us on Sunday mornings, email Jess 
( xmissjessx92x@gmail.com ) so you can have the zoom information.  
 
Our youth Sunday Morning Zoom meets on the 2nd & 4th Sundays @ 
10:30am 
 
Our confirmation class has begun as well and we have 5 confirmands     
beginning their first year of confirmation - Alan Ryan, Ariel Schuette, Abby 
Clark, Brian Woodford & Trevor Brownlee. They are also meeting virtually 
via zoom with Pastor Mukesh on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of each month. 

mailto:xmissjessx92x@gmail.com
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Redeemer Lutheran Ministries 

Worship & Music Ministry 

Matthew 17:1-8 The Transfiguration 

17 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and 
James and his brother John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. 3 Suddenly there          
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us 
to be here; if you wish, I[a] will make three dwellings
[b] here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for              
Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved;[c] with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, 
they fell to the ground and were overcome by 
fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get 
up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they looked up, 

Transfiguration Sunday  
 
Join us on Sunday, February 14th as celebrate Transfiguration Sunday with 
our Youth-led virtual worship service and our tradition of burying the          
alleluias.   
 
You should have received an email that included an “Alleluia”                    
attachment. We have also printed blank alleluias on the next page.  We 
need you to print it and color the “Alleluia” at home and then return it to the 
church by Friday, February 12th so that it can be buried on Transfiguration 
Sunday.  You can mail in your “Alleluia” with your church offering or drop it 
off at the office Monday through Friday 12-1pm.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+17#fen-NRSV-23705a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+17#fen-NRSV-23705b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+17#fen-NRSV-23706c
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Holden Evening Prayer (or "Vespers '86" as it is still known at Holden        
Village) was written during the winter of 1985-86 when I was living with my 
family at Holden. As each part of the vesper service was written it was 
prayed with the community as part of evening worship. The final  version 
represents a very real collaboration with the winter community at Holden. I 
believe that one of the reasons it continues to be used is because it           
reflects the very real prayer of a particular community.  
 

      Marty Haugen 
 

Lenten Midweek Virtual Worship Services, 
Wednesdays 7pm 
 
Lent is a time of deepening of community.  Join us each week as we     
participate in the worship of the Holden Evening Prayer and use readings 
from Mark’s gospel, to reflect on what it means to be in community with 
one another, with the world, with creation and with God.   

Redeemer Lutheran Ministries 
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F i n a n c e  M i n i s t r y  

 
Thank you for saving the Redner and Browns Shop Rite                 
Supermarkets Cash Register Tapes.  Money raised from these            
register tapes goes to the Redeemer Current Fund. Please mail them 
to the church or drop them off during Food Pantry Hours Monday thru 
Friday 12pm-1pm. 
 
  
Katherine Patelunas 

Financial Condition for the period ending December -2020  

   

Current Fund Income $       150,776.00  

   

Donations/Reimbursements $           9,436.00  

   

Insurance Proceeds for Roof $        27,829.55  

   

   

Expenses $      188,198.00  

   

Net Income $            -156.45  

   

Raise the Roof $           5,907.00  

Building Maintenance $              576.00  

        Balance in Money Market $         92,727.00  

   

Redeemer Lutheran Ministries 
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P a r i s h  R e g i s t e r  

 
 
 
 

Dear Pastor Rev. Mukesh Cheedie and members of the Church  
Council, 
 
I wish to thank you for your wonderful Redeemer’s Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day services CD. Also,  the Redeemer Lutheran Church 
magazine celebrating 116 years of ministry. Truly wonderful! 
You know how to make an olf 94 year old lady happy! 
 
God Bless you all, may the New Year be a Happy and Healthy one! 
 
Miss you all. 
 
Love always, 
 D. Winnie Ferguson 
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Sharing God’s Bounty February 

© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC l May not be copied without permission. l www.parishpublishing.org 
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F e b r u a r y  K i d s  

 P a g e s  
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F e b r u a r y  B i r t h d a y ’ s   

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1st Luke Rockenbach 
 Cathy Hemphill 
4th  Joan Dunn 
8th Helen Susko 
 Donald Robinson 
10th Sandy Feldbauer 
 Michael Ruth   
11th Kendra Mason  
17th Charles Kissinger  
21st Lois Rinehimer  
 Donald Mihalek 
22nd Gretchen Waldkoenig 
23rd Trevor Brownlee 
24th Lois Hershberger  
26th William Parfitt 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
2/28/1970 Fred and Linda Winter 
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Visitors and Neighbors: 
Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church! 
 
Our door is open to you! 
We would be happy to have you join us as 
 a Partner in prayer, in song, and in the 
hearing of God’s word. 

 

        M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

Our Mission:  
As a community of faith we worship the Triune God. 
We are called to love and serve all God’s people and 
creation through word and deed. 
 


